Welcome

to Rothersthorpe CE Primary School.

Rothersthorpe is a small village primary school with approximately 100 children who live

in the village or nearby Northampton.

We are a happy, friendly and caring school that prides itself on being at the heart of our

local community.

We provide a unique environment that fully embra ces our school family, village and
church; a place where a range of people and groups gather in the pleasure of learning

and growing together.

Each and every child is valued as an individual and helped to develop and progress in his
or her unigue way within a Christian environme nt. The curriculum we offer is not merely
academic, but embraces the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all
pupils. The development of good social, interpersonal skills and enthusiastic, but also
thoughtful and caring attitudes in all our  pupils is central in preparing our children for

life in Britain and a global society.
OEvervengal ued as an individua
(Love your neighb our, as yourself dMark 12:31)

We work hard to create worthwhile partnerships wit h all our parents as we recognise
the importance of working togethe r in unison if we are to maximis e on each child@
potential. To this end we make lots of opportunities for parents to share and contribute

to their child @ education whilst they are at our school.

Visits to our school are warmly welcomed.

Nicola Fountain - Headteacher



School Ethos and Values

Governors at the school still endorse the Mission Statement written over 20

years ago.:

1 OAt Rothersthorpe School general and specific skills are acquired; knowledge and
understanding developed; positive attitudes and personal and social attributes

encouraged.

1 We aim to provide a broad, balanced, relevant education for all our  children.

1 Weaim to help children to develop lively, enquiring minds andto develop

independence.

1 Weaim to achieve this in a structured, happy, stimulating Christian environment.

1 The ethos of our school is to help all children to develop respect for themselves
and each other, to become increasingly responsible for their own actions and to

be aware of and sensitive to the needs of others.

i Besides a respect for persons, all members of the school community are
encouraged to share a respect for property, to have a strong sense of right and
wrong and to have a caring attitude for the world in which we live. The curriculum
we offer is not merely academic, but embraces the spiritual, moral, social and

cultural development of all pupils. o




Our School Motto

Pride, Ability, Positivity

Pride: Have high respect and self-esteem for ourselves and others. Be friendly
and appreciative.
Ability: Work hard to reach our full potential. Behonest and determined
Positivity: Make a rewarding contribution to our world. Be helpful, caring
and healthy.

Comments from our March 2018 Ofsted report include:

T 0The Headteacher, Staff and Governing Bo
where both parents and pupils feel that everyone is valued as an
i ndividual 6.

T 0The strong ties with the Community supp

environment beyond the school gateso.

T OPupils achieve well across the school [
mat hemati csé.

T 0Pupils value their teachers; they 1|ike

display, but know that there are clear boundaries and high
expectations of both their attitudes to

T OPupils are polite and well manneredéééeé
in class and | earning behaviours are con

T oAbtaff are highly vigilant of pupilds w

T OPupils are given a range of opportuniti
subjects across the curriculum and are challenged to use higher -
order thinking skillso.



Progress and Outcomes for Pupils

1 100% of our pupils achieved a good level of development in the Foundation Stage
in 2018

1 100%of our pupils achieved the expected standard or abo ve in Reading, Writing

and Mathematics in the Foundation Stage in 2018

1 100% of our pupils achieved the expected pass mark in the Year 1 Phonics

screening test in 2018

1 Our Key Stage One and Key Stage Twaesults are consistently at , or above
National figuresi n Readi ng, Writing and Mathemati cs

and 6greater depth©o.

OQur school i S € o0n s iSehootshist in Worthamptdnshieed 6 dod RAB t he

10% of school Nationally in some areas.

See our website in the O0statutory sectior

www.rothersthorpeceprimary.net

As our year groups are small in size, a maximum of 15 pupils, the % per pupil in statistics
is high. Therefore our statistical results canvaryacco r di ng t o each individ

needs.6 Everyone i s tr e atamddve @mavideaatailored etlucationd.u al &

We believe in providing a broad and balanced curriculum so that every child receives the
education they deserve and are well prepared for their transition to secondary school.

OQur pupil &s progress and outcomes in 6other c


http://www.rothersthorpeceprimary.net/

A Few Parent Views 2018

f oMy son is now in year 3 and we couldndt b
class sizes mean every child gets the attention they deserve and the teachers
know every child individually. The school scored 100% in the key siage one
phonics screening making it one of the top primary schools in Northamptonshire;
we feel very lucky to be able to give our son such a great start! We will definitely

be putting our youngest childds name down

T 0We <cur r e @childsen a Rothersthorpe dyears 3 and 6 and are delighted
with the school. In the entire six years we have been at the school we have never
once had any issues, both our boys go to s
never had any issues with them going. Being such a small setting, children,
teachers and parents all know each other well and myself and the boys have made
some great friends. Al'l t he children are so |l ovely an
nice atmosphere whenever you are around the school dall the children know each
other so well and look out foreachother. | 6d definitely recommen

anyone and will be choosing it for my daug

T 06The staff at Rothersthorpe Primary displ a
maintainingthewar m nurturing culture theydve growr
believe they hold the best interests of every single pupil at the core of everything

t hey dood.

1 oMy children were fortunate enough to have spent most of their primary years at
Rot her st h o rstess.enoligh lwow nuéturing and supportive the school is,
to the children and their wider family. Both my children moved elsewhere in their
last years, changing schools at a crucial time in their SATs path; but both were s o
well prepared and confident, tha t they transitioned seamlessly and p erformed
brilliantly OA credit to the staffandtheirva | ues. We stil |l miss th
| wholeheartedly recommend the school to anyone who wants a caring,

stimulating and effective education for their child . 6



The School

Our relatively modern school building, (built in 1982) , combines with the Village
Hall to provide a unigue school setting which is an integral part of Village life.
The school was originally established in the Victorian building, which is now

6 Rot hersthorpe Nurseryod.

In addition to our school class bases, we have a library and open teaching area, a
large school hall, kitchen facilities, hard playground, garden area sand our own

playing field.

Though our site is relatively compact we believe the facilities it offers support

and enable us to deliver a very broad curriculum.

Next door to schoolis 6 Rot her st h o wipch caténs forspee -sghdol
children, (from thre e months), as well as a breakfast club from 7.30am, and an

after school club to 6.00pm for children from 4 -11 years each day. There is also a

~

holiday club, providing full 6 wr ap around cared6 at Rothersthor

www.rothersthorpedaynursery.co.uk  Telephone: 01604 831263



http://www.rothersthorpedaynursery.co.uk/

Within our school, we have four classes.
We are keen to give our Reception
children the best possible start to their
education. To this aim, we provide the
opportunity for them to follow the
Foundation Stage curriculum within a

very small class of approximately 15

children with an experienced teacher

and assistant.

Our Key Stage One children are in a mixed Year 1/Year 2 class of 26 pupils, (maximum

of 30 children), with experienced teachers and teaching assistants.

Within Key Stage Two, we have two further classes catering for Year 3/4 and Year 5/6
pupils, of 28 children each. We are fortunate to have staff who are well experienced and
effective in deliverin g the differentiated cu rriculum required to enable all individual

children to achieve their full pot ential.

Our Unique Buddy System

At Rothersthorpe we have a well -developed

O6buddy systemd throughout

7




This starts for new Reception children on their
first day when they are p aired with a pupil from
Class 4, (our oldest children). The Buddy becomes
an extension to the support offered by staff in

helping the new children to feel safe and welcomed at our school.

Our buddy system exte nds into all other year groups, where support and friendships are
made across the year groups. OQur pupils, 0o6kn

otherd in all aspects of school l' i fe; thus en

Promoting Life -long Learners

The development of good social, interpersonal skills and enthusiastic, but also thoughtful

and caring attitudes in all our pupils is central to our happy community.

Our Play Leaders are instrumental in encouraging positive play.

Our pupils also take a lead in developing our school through School and Class Councils,
Eco-School Council, I.T Technicians, Pupil Recorder Club, Sports leaders and Librarians.
Our school is also in the process of representing the views of our pupils by including a

6 Pupi |i ICahedarish Council.

Confidence, respect and good attitudes are a

engagement with a wide range of activities.

As a member of a small school, all pupils have the opportunity as they mature to
develop sporting or creative skills and then have their chance to shine at a school

performance, curriculum day or sporting fixture.



These experiences are invaluable as confidence boosters. As a staff we actively
look at all our children to find opportunities for them to bring their own individ ual
talents to the fore within  class, school or beyond so that each one feels special,
important andvalued.




Curriculum

Recognition of individuals and personalised learning is a strong feature of our school. Our
dedicated staff are committed to delivering our broad and balanced curriculum, ensuring
the best academic progress for all children. Lessons are skillfully differentiated to cater

for each childdés needs and thought i s given t

We aim to create enthusiastic learners who are keen to rise to challenges set and
achieve to their full potential. As our pupils mature, we encourage and support them in

the processes of self-evaluation and target setting.

The Benefits of Mixed -aged Classes

Research* strongly supports the idea that mixed -aged classrooms are better for pupils.
Not only do pupils out -perform peers of the same age academically, studies also show

that they thrive &ocially. Hereds why

Children are viewed as unique individuals

When a class contains pupils of varied ages, teachers concentrate on what the children

CAN do, rather than what they CANOT do. Teach
according to his or her own strengths. This differs from a single year group class in w hich

teachers often expect all children to be at the same place at the same time with regard

to ability.

The Pace of Learning is i ndividualised

In mixed-age classes, teachers tailor the curriculum and instruction for each pupil.

Promoting Co -operation
In mixed-age classes, children are more likely to co -operate than compare. The spirit of
co-operation and caring makes it possible for children to see each other as individuals

as oppossed to competitors.

10



Children develop a sense of family with their class mates

Mixed-aged classes generate a family of learners who support and care for one another.

Older children have the opportunity to be mentors/buddies and take leadership roles.

They model more sophisticated approaches to problem solving, helping younger ¢ hildren

to accomplish tasks they would not be able to do independently. This dynamic increases

the older childds | evel of independence and c

chil ddéds spirit of belonging in a community of

Self-esteem Blossoms

Multi-age classes are sociallyand psychologically healthy be cause they promote

friendship and provide extended contact with adults and peers of varying ages.

*Outstanding Teaching and Learning in mixed-aged classrooms- Hertsfor Lear ni ng; Katz 6 The
Benefits of Mixed-aged groupi ngs d; -The Assoeatidh foGhilimadsEducation

11



Your chil dés education at Rothersthorpe

four phases:

Foundation Stage: Reception (Class1)

Key Stage One: Years 1 and 2(Class2)
Lower Key Stage Two: Years 3 and 4(Class3) \
Upper Key Stage Two: Years 5 and 6 (Class4)

In our Reception class our pupils follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum. The areas of

learning are:

Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

= =/ =2 4 A4 A -

Expressive Arts and Design

We work closely with Nurseries and Pre-schools that pupils have attended to ensure a
smooth transition to primary school .

12

spans



In Key Stage One and Two all elements of the National Curriculum are taught.
National Curriculum subjects are divided into two categories & Core and Foundation

Subjects.

6 C o r- English, Mathematics and Science have a greater weekly timetable d
alocati on as daundptiarrsabgects eHisfory, Geography, IT & Coding,
Art/Design, Design Technology, Music, Physical Education & Sport, Religious
Education, Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural Education, Personal, Social & Health

Education and Citizenship.

The English curriculum focuses on progress and attainment in: Speaking and
Listening; Reading; Writing.
The Mathematics curriculum focuses on progress and attainment in: Using and

Mathematics; Number and Algebra; Shape and Space; Handling Data.

The Science Curriculum focuses on progress and attainment in: Life Process;

Materials and their Properties; Physical Processes.

The IT/Computing Curriculum incorporates a range of technology, cameras,
programmable toys, digital video, internet as well as interactive whiteboard and
networked laptops and ipads throughout the school. The computing curriculum
focuses on progress and attainment in: Finding things out; Developing ideas and
making things happen; Exchanging and sharing information; Reviewing, mod ifying

and evaluating work as it happens.

13



E-Safety is highly important and pupils focus on this element throughout the

curriculum by engaging in a variety of activities and scenarios.

14



The Foundation S ubjects are taught through units of work or topics planned over a two
year cycle, to ensure continuity and progression in teaching and learning from year to
year. Wherever possible, first hand experiences are planned, through visits and visitors

to help bring the learning to life.

History & Geography

In History the children develop their knowledge,
understanding and skills of chronology and
significant events, people and changes in the
past. The breadth of study includes local, British,

European and world wide history.

The Geography curriculum enables the children to study the local environment, in
particular the village of Rothersthorpe, a locality in the United Kingdom and a locality in

an economically developing country.

Art and Design work aims to stimulate creativity and imagination. Pupils use colour,
form, texture, pattern and different materials and processes to communicate what they
see, feel and think. Pupils are encouraged to identify different kinds of art through the
work of artists, crafts people and designers in contemporary life, and in different times

and cultures.

Design and Technology aims to develop both practical and creative skills. This subject
combines elements of art and craft, science and technology and challenges the children

to find a solution to a design problem.

Music
The music curriculum aims to develop pupil sd

variety of music and encourages active involvement in performing and creating music.

The music curriculum is enriched throu gh visiting professional musi cians. We also provide
extra-curricular activi ties that include the school choir and recorders, as well as

Peripatetic music teachers providing opportunities for individual instrumental tuition.

15



French has been taught throughout K ey Stage Two since 2006.

In 2017 anew curriculum was created to enable the teaching of French to our

Reception and Key Stage Onepupils through the character, Norbert the B ear.

Physical Education & Sport

Physical Educatond evel ops pupil sd& ph
and confidence. The PE curriculum provides opportunities
for pupils to be creative, competitive and to face up to
different challenges as individuals and in groups and teams.
The curriculum aims to promote positive att itudes towards

active and healthy lifestyles through the provision of

gymnastics, dance, athletics, games and the school
regularly take part in local, regional and national sporting

tournaments and initiatives.

We also offer swimming for Key Stage Two pupils at a local swimming pool.

We achieve highly in sports and have won many local
and regional competitions in a range of sports
including f ootball, basketball, netball, basketball,

gymnastics, tag rugby and dance.

Other outdoor and adventurous activities are
provided for all pupils at a range of local
venues and two residential experiences in Key

Stage Two.

16



Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship

Personal, social and health education and citizenship help to give the pupils the
knowledge, skills and understanding they need to lead confident, healthy, independent
lives and to become informed, active, responsible citizens. The curriculum is supported
by the provi si oactvibds, clas€ courcil, &hodl Conecih and an Eco-
School Council. Circle Time meetings in each class promote self -esteem, self -discipline
and responsibility towards others. The School Council is a representative group of pupils

from each year group, guided and advised by a member of the teaching staff.

Year 5 & 6 pupils follow a course in 6Drug Ed

programme of study. Parents are kept fully informed of these aspects of the curriculum.

Religious Education (RE) &
Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural (SMSC) Education
Religious Education is a statutory requirement in the curriculum for all schools. At

Rothersthorpe we follow the Agreed Syllabus for Northamptonshire.

The RE curriculum enables children to develop their knowledge and understanding of the

main features and teachings of Christianity and other principal religions.

The curriculum is supported and enriched by visits to places of worship such as St.
Peter & St. Paul 8ds and o epresentatives af differert | ust er ch
faith groups are also invited into school to

the lives of believers within other faiths and traditions.

17



Collective Worship
Collective Worship/Assembly has a central positio n in our Church School and aims to

convey Christian understanding and belief in a relevant and joyful way.

On occasions collective worship is held in the Village Church, especially at special times

in the year e.g. Harvest Festival, Easter and Christmas.

Collective worship is linked to Christian Values and a chosen value is celebrated each

half term. For example, the Christian values of Friendship, Perseverance, Thankfulness,

Peace, Service, Forgiveness etc. AssemblyWorship includes opportunities for usi ng

simple liturgy, sharing experiences, singing, drama, reflection and prayers. We also

receive regular visits from representatives from local Churches and St. Peter & St. Paul 8 s
vicar, Reverend Stephen, Rev Heather Wilson and Lay Preachers, John Atkin and Paul

Sage.

Parents are entitled to withdraw their children from Collective Worship and should

contact the Head Teacher if they wish to exercise this right.
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